CHILDREN'S BOOK COUNCIL Childrens

Book
Council

founded in 1919

REMARKS BY CBC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CARL LENNERTZ,
AT THE CBC ANNUAL MEETING ON NOV. 11, 2025

I'd like to start with this quote from Maxine Hong Kingston, who turned 85 last month:

“In a time of destruction, create something: a poem, a parade, a community, a school, a vow, a
moral principle.”

INTRODUCTION

And you all are doing this every day — creating something, many things... books that lift up young people...
and also lift up teachers, librarians and booksellers in their ESSENTIAL work.

And the CBC is here to amplify the power of your books in every way possible, from social media to our
searchable Hot off the Press and Showecase lists to downloadable spreadsheets and PDFs, all of which
get hundreds and hundreds of downloads full of book information for easy ordering.

I'd like to update you on the work the CBC is doing by way of thanking our small but mighty team as we —
now more than ever — continue to increase DEI in all ways, to continue the fight for free speech and
against book bans, and to continue to promote the joy of reading every day in every way possible, both
at the CBC and Every Child a Reader.

BROOKE PISARSKY

As Project 2025 rolled out, we decided to meet erasure with exposure. CBC’s Brooke Pisarsky began
compiling all-new Culture and Heritage month book lists, beginning with Celebrating Black Joy and
HerStory, continuing with AAPI Heritage, Gay Pride, and Hispanic Heritage, and now, a celebration of
children’s books by and about Indigenous peoples.

In the past, for each important month, we gathered outside curated lists and featured a number of new
books, but this year, we came to you to help us create and promote deep lists of your new and backlist
books, and we amped up social media for each month and emailed our 40,000+ librarian, teacher and
bookseller followers with links to downloadable spreadsheets and to beautiful book covers for every
book - all with links to your sites.

Our tagline: Books to Inspire, this Month and Year-round.

In December, Brooke is going to unveil our 4,000+ title CBC Great Board Book Roundup! We did a soft
launch of bilingual board books, notably 90 from Barefoot Books earlier this fall. This has been the longest
project for the shortest books, happily so - and this is thanks to a gentle nudge by Carmela laria of
Penguin to shine a light on these important and joyful books.
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PAULINA RAMIREZ

Paulina Ramirez leads our active Early Career and Diversity committees, helps me with associate
membership — which has doubled over the last 5 years - and is our social media leader along with CBC
friend John McCormick.

Our numbers have tripled since Paulina joined us.

She also organized very informative CBC panels sponsored by ECC and Diversity — one about Books in
Translation moderated by Alex Robertson of NorthSouth — and two about Health in the Workplace, one
with health experts and recently one featuring your peers about keeping well during business travel.

And Paulina manages our Publisher Profiles, something we do for each new member publisher that we
promote online.

SOMMER WISSNER

Sommer Wissner is our CBC FAVORITES organizer, which is a huge task monitoring thousands of votes by
kids and teens in 70 locations over 6 months — it’s a lot of data -- and the resulting new Favorites List PDF
this year has over 24,000 downloads so far!

She also spent the past two weekends in conference calls with the juries that decide Outstanding Science
and Best STEM awards.

Sommer also leads the CBC Graphic Novel committee, and we had great panels at all the ComicCons . ..
and she came up with our KEEP BANS OFF OUR BOOKS slogan. This was the theme of 12 ComicCon
panels over the last 4 years...and a page of Keep Bans Off stickers plus other materials — including a sell
sheet for a new book, Down with Lime Books, from Familius - went into a CBC & Every Child a Reader
Free Speech Kit mailing to 1,200 teachers, librarians and booksellers this fall — our 3rd Free Speech Kit
mailing in 3 years. The cost of this fall's kit was paid for by donations from 30 literary agents as part of a
new Sponsor Circle for Every Child a Reader.

Of note: We are also sponsors of NCAC, ABFE, and Banned Books Week, and founding sponsors of We
are Stronger than Censorship.

LAURA PERAZA

Laura Peraza is mentor, copy editor and grammarian, organizer — her system made our awards book
shipping and vote tracking possible — AND the person who has made ALL our programs, PDFs,
webpages, logos, posters, activity pages, our 25 or more Get Caught Reading posters a year, all of it —
and this is at the CBC and Every Child a Reader — all of it, just so beautiful and fun and vibrant.

Everything you see and that our librarian, teacher and bookseller followers see has her exquisite
touch ...

AND... she just oversaw a complete revamp of the back end of our websites, as with all the data and book
covers, it was slowing down, so we’re good now ...

... and she just finished her first ronman Triathlon this falll Pretty amazing.
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SHAINA BIRKHEAD

My colleague and co-director Shaina Birkhead doesn’t run actual marathons, but she manages the
marathons that are the National Ambassador program and Children’s Book Week.

First, each new National Ambassador brings their own platform and experiences to the program, and Mac
Barnett has put such a powerful spotlight on the power of picture books, and is bringing that joyful
message to young people, which is the point of the program of course, but he is also focused on
spreading the word to adults, who after all buy the books and who are responsible for family reading time,
which is so vital.

In addition to all her other work, Shaina organizes incredible Ambassador school and public library
events that brings maximum impact to every community, and this after reading over 300 Ambassador
proposals every year.

THANK YOU

Here’s a HUGE THANK YOU TO CANDLEWICK for providing free books for all the children at all
these events.....if we were meeting in person, you’d applaud, so maybe let’s meet in person next
fall, yes?....

AND it’s worth noting, Candlewick donated the books for Meg Medina’s Ambassadorship as
welllil!

Children’s Book Week is also Shaina’s baby. In conversations with Scholastic earlier this year, at first we
came up with the idea to create a special Book Week size Dog Man and Friends Get Caught Reading
poster to anchor last week’s Children’s Book Week.

DAV PILKEY AND EPIC ACTIVITY KIT

Well, Dav and Sayuri Pilkey proceeded to donate 50,000 books for a massive Epic Activity Kit
that went to 7,000 schools, school libraries, public libraries, bookstores, and community groups.

7 books, an Epic activity guide and gobs of beautiful posters. HOLD UP THE BOX
Again, if in person...you’d be applauding...
Thank you, Scholastic and a thank you to the Pilkeys.

Ok, I'm going to close with the story of inspirational 3rd grader Rosa Cuna of Rahway, NJ. She and her
teacher co-published a book called, Said the Pen to the Paper: Lessons and Poems. | saw the story on FB,
got the book, and saw that she said that Maya Angelou and Nikki Grimes were her inspirations.

POEM
So, | had Nikki sign a book to her to inspire her even further!
Here is Rosa’s poem from the back of the back:

LIVE, LEARN, LAUGH, LOVE.
Don’t forget to WRITE and HUG.
Keep believing! Touch the stars!
Chase your dreams, no matter what they are.
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